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IT’S TIME TO VOTE

The SERS Retirement Act requires
four active members and two
retirees to serve on the Board of
Trustees of the State Employees’
Retirement System. This election
is to fill ONE of the four active
member trustees.

SERS members who wanted
to become a trustee, had to file
a Statement of Candidacy with
our office and have a Nominat-
ing Petition signed by at least
400 contributing members. The
candidates also provided short
biographies which are included
in this SERS-O-GRAM. They are
listed in the order they appear
on the ballot.

Travis Emery

I am a career employee at the
[llinois Department of Transporta-
tion with over 20 years of service.

| began my career with IDOT in
1990, after completing my Bachelor
of Science degree in Civil Engineer-
ing at the University of Missouri-
Rolla.

I married my wife of 20 years
shortly after starting my career at
IDOT. We have two sons, ages 15
and 18. | enjoy hunting, fishing,
camping, canoeing and high school
football with my sons. | also enjoy

Enclosed with this news-
letter is a ballot and a return
postage-paid envelope. Read
the instructions on the ballot
carefully and make your
selection. In order for your
ballot to count, it must be
clearly marked and returned in
the envelope provided by May
31. Ballots received after this
date will be disqualified. We
encourage your participation!

After the election results are
tabulated and certified, they
will be published in the August
edition of the SERS-O-GRAM. If
you have questions about the
election, contact us at 217-785-
6975.

traveling across the U. S. with my
family, and volunteering with our
local Boy Scout Troop.

I am a member of the Illinois
Association of Highway Engineers,
Boy Scouts Troop 7021, Order of
the Arrow, Wild Turkey Federation,
Scottsboro Baptist Church and
Teamsters Local 916.

During my career at IDOT
District 9, | have served in several
positions: Resident Construction
Engineer, Bridge Maintenance En-
gineer, and I’'m currently the Land
Acquisition Engineer.
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I would like to serve on the
SERS Board of Trustees in order to
help protect the benefits that we as
state employees have earned and
planned on receiving. Additionally,
I want to make sure everyone un-
derstands that we, as career employ-
ees, are not the reason for the cur-
rent retirement system problems.

Robert Fierstein

With more than two decades of
work experience as a public em-
ployee, | am prepared to help make
the SERS Board of Trustees a stron-
ger and more effective organiza-
tion. | began my career with the
Illinois State Police in 1988 after
graduating form Northern Illinois
University with a degree in sociolo-
gy. As a one of the youngest officers
at the time, | thrived and learned
from other officers before becom-
ing a Master Sergeant in 2004.

When the State Police Master
Sergeants voted to join the Team-
sters Union in 2006, | was on the
front line, helping with organiza-
tion and contract negotiations.
Now, after spending five years as a
Teamster, | have gained experience
as both a union steward and chief
steward. On a daily basis, | assist
members in understanding their
rights and protecting them.

(continued on other side)



I have been a member of SERS
for 23 years and serve on the Board
of Trustees for Compass to Care, a
non-profit organization that
financially assists families who are
affected by pediatric cancer.

As the father of two young girls,
I know what it’s like to juggle many
tasks. | have over two decades of
experience balancing work, fam-
ily, friends and volunteering. As a
member of the SERS Board of Trust-
ees, | will help build a reliable and
secure organization.

Lori Laidlaw

I am a candidate for reelection as a
SERS Trustee. | have served in this
position for five years, and was
elected Vice-Chairman and Execu-
tive Committee member by my
fellow SERS Trustees.

| am a 27-year Corrections
employee. | am also the Executive
Vice-President of AFSCME, Illinois
Council 31 and an elected member
of the state employee bargaining
committee.

One of my proudest achieve-
ments was helping to win substan-
tial pension improvements for
Illinois state employees; first for
regular employees in 1998 and then
for alternative formula employees
in 2001. These were huge victories
for state employees and we must
defend them every day!

SERS faces many challenges.
Politicians have used our pension
fund as their piggy bank. Our cur-

rent retirement benefits are fair
and reasonable, but nevertheless
are under attack. | pledge to main-
tain the close working relationship
between AFSCME and SERS so we
can protect our benefits and assure
that our pensions are adequately
funded.

| am a seasoned, experienced
leader and problem solver, and |
would appreciate your support!

Amy Z. Reynolds
I am running for the SERS Board
of Trustees because | want to pre-
serve the benefits we have earned
and paid for as state employees! As
a Trustee, | will be an advocate for
all state employees to protect the
security of our pension system.
My background includes un-
dergraduate and graduate degrees
in Economics, and | have enjoyed
working on economic forecast-
ing, legislative analysis and policy
issues for 15 years. My state
employment history
includes working in
the research offices
of the Departments
of Commerce and
Economic Opportu-
nity and the Depart-
ment of Revenue. |
am also a member of
Teamsters Local 916.
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In my current role as Senior Fis-
cal Analyst in the Office of Budget
and Fiscal Management at IDOT, |
operate fiscal models for program-
ming and planning, analyze legisla-
tive initiatives and prepare research
projects related to the department’s
mission.

In addition to state employ-
ment, | worked at the Government
Finance Officer’s Association where
| assisted public finance officials in
the development of best practices
and financial policies.

My hope is that my educational
background and work experience
will inspire you to vote for me for
SERS Trustee. Together, let’s work
to protect the rights and benefits
we’ve earned. | appreciate your
support. Thanks!




